









BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yw 38 Bank Street 
@,* XIX September 1, 1951 fon 1 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Commins, Dorothy, Grosset & Dunlap 
THE BIG BOOK OF FAVORITE SONGS FOR CHILDREN $1.00 


An attractive, large book of familiar children's songs, decorated in rain- 
bow colors, just the thing for nursery school and children's parties as well as for 
fun at home. The piano accompaniment is simple, and in the activity songs - Did You 
Ever See A Lassie?, Looby-Loo, London Bridge, etc. - the action is fully explained. 
The illustrations by Alice Schlesinger feature rosy cheeks and flying apron strings. 
Heavy laminated board, not too strongly stitched. (Publ.) 


Humphreys, Dean Grosset & Dunlap 
THE BIG BOOK OF ANIMALS EVERY CHILD SHOULD KNOW $1.00 


The text is chatty enough, but buyers will be interested primarily in the 
pictures by Rudolf Freund - poster-like illustrations in full color which enclose the 
text on every page. We do feel, however, that the shiny, glassy-eyed perfection of 
each animal drawing lends a depressing immobility to the little ones of woods and 
fields. The animals pictured are the scurrying type mostly - mice, rabbits, wood- 
chucks, skunks, etc. Laminated board. (Publ.) 


Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
> DINNY AND DANNY $2.00 


* Sparkling with the author's amusing and piquant illustrations - in color - 
this charming story of a prehistoric friendship introduces Dinny, the devoted dinosaur, 
as personable a playmate one would wish. When Danny, the little boy of long ago, saved 
Dinny from a miserable end in a mud hole, Dinny became Danny's good friend, helping 
with chores, and playing games; and Dinny is able to save the lives of Danny and his 
family. The drawings of the bristling little cave-men and the cheerful bulk of the 
dinosaur are great fun. (9/11) 


Book-Elf Books Rand McNally 


$.25 
Gridley, Marion E. (abridged by) ALICE JN WONDERLAND ill. byJanice Holland 
Gunder, Eman CHESTER, THE LITTLE PONY ill. by Claire McKinley 
Hadsell, Alice MR. PUNNYMOON'S TRAIN ill. by Katherine L. Phillips 
Pease, Josephine van Dolzen THE CHILDREN THAT LIVED IN A SHOE ill. by Elizabeth Webk 
Reed, Dorothy A FARM FOR ANDY ill. by Marguerite Gayer 
Shaw, Thelma MY HAPPY DAY: A WORD BOOK ill. by Suzanne Bruce 


Somewhat more staid and conventional than other quarter-book competition, but 
sunny, bright little books all the same, these Book Elves are sure sellers. It should 
be evident by now that any attempt to tamper with Alice in books or on films results in 
@ surrealistic jumble and the text of this abridgement is no exception, although we 
prefer these mild illustrations to Disney's... Chester is a jolly little pony who loves 
chiidren and the story with the somewhat overly winsome illustrations is pleasant...... 
Ors: lovers will enjoy the explanation of R.R. symbols and the story of a miniature 

ailroad in the tale of Mr. Punnymoon... Bouncing rhymes cavort through the story of 
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-480- Picture Story Books ‘= continued | September 1, 1951 


a gay group of Shoe-house children and their busy activities....Andy is lonesome for the 
country, but soon has a little backyard farm of his own and makes new friends...The word 
book contains bright pictures for identification and rhymes illustrating playtime doings 
on a happy day. All books feature soft, buttery colors although the drawing has a stereo- €& 


typed "cuteness". (Pub.) 


Ridge, Antonia Roy 
JAN AND HIS CLOGS $1.00 


A happy Dutch Christmas story‘’elimaxed by the majestic arrival of Saint Nicholas, 
Black Piet, and the great white horse. Jan had been a very bad boy about his clogs, sail- 
ing them, throwing one at a windmill and into a milk pail by mistake, but he left straw 
for Saint Nicholas' great white horse all the same. How Jan has a Christmas surprise in 
spite of his naughtiness makes a pleasant tale and children will love the bright pictures 
f the magnificient St. Nicholas procession by Barbara Freeman. (9/17) 


Eldon, Magdalen Scribner 
BUMBLE $1.75 


A British import, whimsical as all get out, but the author's illustrations in 
full color are occasionally amusing. Bumble is a Pekinese who has moved to the country, 
living with a family of Scottish mice, the Macmouses, in an old hollow tree. The book: 
tells about Bumble's gentlemanly activities in a delightful fashion, and the pictures are 
-rowded with winsome details. Too witsy. (9/10) 


Jackson, Kathryn & Byron, et ai Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN TREASURE BOOK $1.50 


A. Big Golden collection of stories from S.&S. favorites with a variety of sub- 
jects,authors and illustrators. All sorts of animals and a few machines have entertain- - 
ing adventures, and the level of writing is generally high. Among”. the authors - the 
Jacksons, Jane Werner, Jack Bechdolt, Robert Garfield and Joan Hubbard. Unfortunately 
the artists' contributions do not come out too well due to the pale colors in the re- 
productions. Battaglia, Scarry, DeWitt, Gergely, Miller, and Martin are amomg the. 
casualties. Nonetheless, a useful bed time and story time collection, always in demand. 
(Publ. ) 

BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Merrill, Jean Coward-McCann 
HENRY, THE HAND-PAINTED MOUSE $1.75 
Although the style is often a bit arch and self-consciously uninhibited, this 
is a tantalizing story with an amusing twist about a wistful and sentitive mouse and his 
artist friend. The mouse, called Henry The 8th, because he lived on the eighth ‘floor :d6f 
a tall building, was depressed and sad because he was lonely and none of the interesting 
people in the lofts below him paid any attention to his hopeful visitations. But when 
an artist who creates hand-painted ties comes to live with Henry and accidently paints 
Henry in the process, Henry's life and philosophy undergo a happy change. The illustrat- 
ions by Ronni Solbert are wonderfully spirited and imaginative. (9/10) 
Chase, Richard, told by Houghton, Mifflin 
WICKED JOHN AND THE DEVIL $2.25 
*Few folk stories published are such fun to read as the jovial re-tellings by 
Richard Chase, and this wonderful old devil story, with the sparkling illustrations by 
Joshua Tolford, is_a handsome successor to this team's Jack and the Three Sillies of 
last year. In salty speech, crackling with vigor ani humor, Wicked John, a mighty mean 
man, disposes of three wishes given to him by Saint Peter in such a malicious manner, i 
that he brimgs misery not only to good people but the devil himself. Of course, Wicked 
John gets his comeuppance, but the devil has some uncomfortable moments, too. The Tol- 
ford illustrations couldn't be more delightful - some in full color. (9/4) 












September 1, 1951 Books to Read Aloud - continued -481- 











Gretor, Esther Messner 
KIPPIE THE COW $2.00 





A rib-tickling import from Denmark about a majestic cow with a mind of her own. 
It was a sad day for the Marsden children when Farmer Marsden decided he must sell Kippie 
the Cow. In spite of Mrs. Marsden's warning that Kippie might prefer not to be sold (she 
knew Kippie the Cow rather well"), Farmer Marsden and Kippie set off for the fair. Before 
Farmer Marsden and Kippie return home, both have many odd adventures and the farmer de- 
cides that Kippie is a very unusual cow. Getterman's sketches give Kippie a most ex- 
pressive eyebrow with which she is able to look very aristocratic indeed. Translated 
from the Danish by Kurt Singer. J.L.G. (10/8) 












EASY ‘READING 





: Crowell 
A RANCH FOR DANNY $2.50 


More Danny adventures, to satisfy the younger cowboys yearning for "real" 
Western doings happening to youngsters their own age. Danny is fully acclimated to 
the Western life, riding his own horse, going to school in a one-room schoolhouse, 
appearing in a rodeo parade, learning to rope, and at last helping the family to find 
a ranch of their own. There are some new friends too, and a prize for trick riding 
at the rodeo. Lots going on, of an authentic Western flavor, but paced just right 
for this age group. Jolly illustrations by Grace Paull and two cowboy songs are in- 
cluded in the text. Third year reading. (publ.) 


Creekmore, Raymond Macmillan 
FUJIO $2.00 


* The thrill of climbing one of the world's most famous volcanoes becomes a 
real experience in this story of Japan by the author of many story books about other 
lands. Illustrated with sturdy and serene lithographs by the author, this is the 
story of young Fujio who wanted more than anything to climb the great volcano, Fuji- 
yama, with his father, who guided pilgrims to the top of the mountain. A youngster's 
excitement at the physical adventure coupled with the reverence a Japanese boy feels 
in the presence of such a venerable national and religious natural monument is en- 
gagingly captured in the text. A fine regional story for second and third year 
readers. (9/11) 


Wood, Katharine McKay 
BROWNY BEAR'S PICNIC $1.50 


For the beginning reader and those newly initiated into the picnic ceremony, 
a sunny little tale of an animal picnic and an adventure with a wolf. The wolf's 
coming is fully prepared for at the start of the story, and since the animals - Browny 
Bear, Sammy Squirrel, Chucky Woedchuck, and Bobby Raccoon - know exactly what to do, 
the wolf does not find them. All possible sources of discomfiture about the wolf are 
carefully side-stepped for the benefit of very young children, and the quiet, homey 
style, plus the understated lesson in minding ene's mother, and the cuddly, soft pic- 
tures *8/ amusing details by the author, make this excellent lullaby and schoolroom 
fare. (8/24) 


Tooze, Ruth Messner 
TIM AND THE BRASS BUTTONS $1.50 


Too many lessons crammed into this story of a small boy who learns something 
; about Safety First, and too many interest pulls for sustained concentration. Tim wants 
oe to have brass buttons like his friend Mike, the policeman, but Tim has to learn that 
brass buttons, like money for marbles, should be earned. Tim does earn his marbles but 
forgets the rules of safety, and is saved by his dog Brownie. Again Mike points out 
that brass buttons are earned by a watchful eye as well as a strong arm and stout heart. 
Illustrated by Zhenya Gay, this is suitable for first and second year reading. (10/8) 


Bulla, Clyde Robert 
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Holberg, Ruth Langland Crowell 
THE CATNIP MAN ~ $2.50 


The Catnip Man, whom Bob and Nancy befriend, is the prototype of raggedy child- 
hood idols often, unfortunately, outside the pale of adult approval. But this time the & 
three worlds meet - adult, outcast and children - in a gay, brisk story in which the old 

Catnip Man is rescued from slumbering in the woods after his house is torn down, and is 

not only given a new house by the town, but is asked to Bob and Nancy's house to dinner. 

A light-hearted, sympathetic story of playtime and project time centered around an en- 

learing character, who could be a special friend of children everywhere. The illustrat- 

ions by Lisl Weil are unusually appealing and lively. (Publ.) 


McCune, Evelyn John Day 
KIM RIDES THE TIGER $2.25 


An unusual story of Korea in the days of the Japanese rule in 1919, this book 
affords a fresh close. up of Korean family life, as well as some lively adventures. This 
is a month by month account of the busy year in which young Kim, son of an aristrocratic 
family, and his country cousin, Chung, work and play together, are evacuated to the 
country when their patriotic male relatives are imprisoned, lose their country home in 
a landslide, and finally return to Seoul to undertake the charge of caring for the fam- 
lly fortunes. Although the responsibilities of these young men in their early teens 
are very great, Kim and Chung are jolly, peppery youngsters, full of fun and youthful 
sourage. Knowingly illustrated by the author. (9/5) 


Schwalje, Earl and Marjory _ Knopf 
CEZAR AND THE MUSIC-MAKER $2.50 

A jaunty Philippine pastoral in which the small hero gets into mischief, 
\ttends a fair, and finally has what he wants most in all the world - a beautiful 
harmonica. Cezar, after being ordered home by his teacher for misconduct, decides he 
will try extra hard to please his mother so that he may go to the fair, and purchase a 
the wonderful silver music-maker the Chinese peddler promised to sell him. But Cezar's 
father spends the money he wins at the fair on necessities and Cezar is sure he will 
never have his music-maker. A happy ending, the noises and bustle of the enchanting 
country and likeable Cezar are lively elements in this regional story. Lovely, piquant 
illustrations in two colors by Nicolas Mordvinoff. (9/24) | 


Furman, A. L. - Ed Lantern Press 
YOUNG READERS OUTDOOR SPORTS STORIES — $2.50 


| 

: 

| More of the same, in another collection of stories with the manly junior high 
vernacular. Again the stories are gleaned from, in part, Story Parade andJunior Life. 





Baseball predominates in subject, but there are stories about football, skiing, ice 
hockey, soap box racing, and even. archery and marbles. Team play is the heavy drum 
beat, but young readers like the grown up talk and game action in which guys their 
own age participate. These Charles Geer drawings are an improvement over the others. 


(9/12) 


Lockridge, Frances and Richard Lippincott 
THE PROUD CAT $2.25 


*By the well-known mystery writers and cat fanciers, a blue ribbon story of 
a very elegant cat, which delineates with sensitivity and delicacy the intricate and 
sometimes frustrating ins and outs of cat personality. Patty and Howdy were very 
much chagrined when Diana, the aristocratic Siamese cat, not only refused their ad- 
vances when they visited Diana's owners, the children's uncle and aunt, but hissed 
and spat at them with obvious disdain and irritation. It took a long time, and sev- 
eral feline adventures with dogs, mice and kittens, before Diana deigned to consider Ss 
them part of the family. Elinore Blaisdell in her fine illustrations, perpetuates 
the authors' attitude of respect and even adoration of their fastidious sunjent- (9/5) 
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September 1, 1951 Eight to Eleven - Fiction :- continued -483- 
Brown, Eleanor F. Messner 


WENDY WANTED A PONY $2.75 


The title baldly states the pointe fixe, but family difficulties outweigh 
the pony interest in this blithe story of a little Miss Fixit who e unwittingly at 
‘times - brings about a happy issue to the family's problems. Wendy's family came to 

Oregon from Chicago, at great sacrifice, expecting to rent a farm, but when the farm 
deal fell through, the parents were hard put to it to support. themselves and save 

for a farm. Wendy's friendship with wealthy old Mr. Andrews, some helping hands from 
another farm-hunter and Wendy's uncle and cousins, secure a farm; Wendy gets her pony, 
and earns the companionship of her sullen cousin, Dirk, through some gentle handling. 
Also, Wendy learns a lesson in unselfishness when she is forced to decide between a 
pony and helping her father pay for a new farm. Cheery activities, illustrated by 
Pers Crowell for an extra attraction. (10/8) 


Johnson, Enid . Messner 
JERRY'S TREASURE HUNT $1.50 


Jerry learns lots of interesting facts about the work of the Sanitation De- 
partment when he comes to live in the Big City, in this useful story about one of the 
least-talked-about city departments. When Jerry believes he has lost his stamp album 
in one of the city's garbage collection trucks, his friend the garbage collector, 
helps him to search in the city dump where he discovers something about the city's 
disposal of waste and how landfills are made into parks. There is also a peek at some 
of the city's sanitation machinery. Large, cheerful sketches by Ursula Koering. Top 
rate for schools. (10/8) 


Enright, Elizabeth Rinehart 
SPIDERWEB FOR TWO $2.50 


Another Melendy adventure - first in quite a spell - this time a very light 
brain-teasing mystery in which rhymes and searches play a large part. Randy Melendy 
was sure her winter was going to be a lonely one without her two older brothers and 
sister. However, when a strange letter arrives for Randy and her younger brother, 
the two are sent off on an October to June search, guided by a series of clues dis- 
guised in rhyme. Fourteen messages keep the children busy during the winter and 
spring and there is a grand family reunion in the fall. Good fun for those who like 
to outguess the detectives. Illustrations by the author. (11/1) 


Olds, Helen D,. Messner 
FISHERMAN JODY $1.50 


* The thrill of life on the ocean and the exciting. work of the fishermen who 
supply our lerge cities with fish, are realistically and entertainingly presented in 
this story of a boy's first trip on a fishing boat. When ten-year-old Jody is allowed 
to go along on a fishing trip with his older brother, he has the lowly job of cook's 
assistant. However, even though the cook doesn't like boys and keeps Jody very busy, 
Jody learns alot about fishing, and sees the men pull in large hauls, and pack the fish, © 
as they “work ‘round the clock". The trip ends at Fulton Fish.Market in New York City 
and Jody watches the processes which bring fish to all sectionsof the country. Jody is 
an eager, alert youngster and young readers will enjoy seeing a. fishing trip through 
his eyes. Fine action-packed illustrations by Jules Gottlieb. (10/8) 


Heavey, Jean _ Scribner 
THE PASTOR'S DOG \. $2.00 


Every child who loves a dog knows how important it is to respect a 
wishes in regard to his choice of masters, and this gentle and appealing story 
old priest, a boy and a dog is sure to please. Father Coyle, soon to retire from\the 
church school, looked forward'to taking his beloved dog Spot, with him to his retrea 
However, when young Larry, who had lost his own dog recently, arrived at the school, 
it became evident that Spot: and Larry had discovered a very special boy-and-deg rela- 
tionship which only dog lovers understand. Father Coyle's decision is a difficult one, 
but one that brings happiness to all concerned. Illustrated by Elinore Blaisdell.(9/5) 
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Crowell 


Pels, Gertrude 
EASY PUPPETS $2.50 
Lots of new ideas for workshop fun in schools and camps, and rainy day @ 
activities, in this new book about the construction of puppets. The materials are 
simple - potatoes, apples, rubber balls, sewing materials, cloth, etc. - and most may 
be found in the pantry or kitchen closet. The number of different effects which may — 
be obtained from using the odds and ends suggested here is quite surprising, and this 
is the answer to those who would like to make puppets, but who have been frightened 
away by the intricacies of the professiofal puppet. Also included - how to make 
simple stages, and how to manipulate hand puppets. Just right for pre-junior high 
activities. Large, simple illustrations by Albert Pels. (Publ.) 


Berner, Elsa R. Holiday House | 
GERMANY $1.25 | 


An addition to the Lands and Peoples series, which walks the straight and 
difficult path between sympathetic intimacy and outright condemnation, this is a small 
but useful volume which gives facts, figures and something of the cultural aspects of 
the country in a concise manner. Concentrated for reference, the text treats geography, 
industries, history, German arts,, and the disintegrating effect of the last two wars 
upon the German people. Nicely decorated in two colors by Rafaello Busoni with end 
paper maps and a list of major events in German history. (9/15) 


Chase, Alice Elizabeth Platt & Munk 
FAMOUS PAINTINGS $3 50 


**This introduction to art for young people is a stunning production, an 
amazing value for the price. Not only are thefull-page, full-color reproductions & 
exquisite in detail and quality of color, but the text which discusses the 48 colored 
illustrations and the 172 black and white illustrations, leads, never pushes, the 

young reader to the stepping-off point for active appreciation. The author has select- 

ed paintings easily accessible in reproduction in most museums and homes - from the 

Italian Renaissance, European paintings from the classic revival periods through the 

French Impressionists, some nineteenth century and modern American paintings. Some 

ancient and Renaissance sculpture is also included. Miss Chase's approach is through 

subject matter, focussing the attention on detail and methods by which the artist 

obtained his effect by quietly stressing the many ways in which an artist interprets 

human and natural life. A book every home, school and library should own; a book which 

will enrich the child's pleasure in art and visual experiences. (9/25) 


Reynolds, Quentin Random House 
CUSTER'S LAST STAND $1.50 


*Quentin Reynolds, who contributed last year's biography of the Wright brothers 
to the Landmark Books has scored again in this intelligently conceived and beautifully 
written story of the fabulous career of General Custer. "Autie's” early years; his 
dreams of becoming a soldier; his training at West Point, alien to the free undisciplined 
tradition of an Ohio frontier background; his bravery at Bull Run; his persistent 
sorties against the Indians; and finally the hot-blooded, premature attack on the 
forces of Sitting Bull in which he and his company were killed - all these the author 
treats with not only an appreciation for the dramatic elements in the famous story, 
but with an understanding of the qualities in Custer's flaming personality which attract- 
ed devoted followers and made his "last stand" an American memorial to the courage of the E 
American soldier. The illustrations are by Frederick T. Chapman. (10/22) 
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Allison, Bob Doubleday 
& Hill, Frank Ernest THE KID WHO BATTED 1.000 $2.50 


A mock-serious baseball spoof about the invasion of the big leagues by’ a non- 
hitting regular on a major league team and his talented rooster. Popoff Pendergast, 
manager of the cellar-rooted Chicks, was moaning low because the owner, Zeke Chicker- 
ing, had hinted that Popoff would be one of the first to leave town if the team did 
not climb out of last place. Pretzels Litzenberg, first string pitcher, provides the 
Chicks' missing spark by turning scout and importing Dave King, a chicken raising 
sprout from the sticks, who not only supplies the team with a handsome rooster mas- 
cot but taken into the line-up, astounds the baseball world by hitting nothing but 
foul balls, rattling opposing pitchers into yielding bases on balls. But the Foul 
Ball king finally becomes one of the boys as he hits one fine home run in the series 
clincher. Red-faced owner, groaning manager, wacky horse play and general confusion 
for grand slam humor. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. (9/27) 














Bryant, Chester Messner 
THE LOST KINGDOM $2.50 


* Winner of this year's Julia Ellsworth Ford's Foundation Award for Children's 
Literature, this is a thrilling story of modern India in which the strange, ancient 
beauty of the land, especially the jungle regions, is an important part of the story 
as it is in the lives of the Indian people who live there. Young Rodmika, under the 
spell of a boyish yearning and the lively speculations of a wise old teacher and 
scholar, is determined to penetrate into the deep Green Jungle, near his father's 
new home, to uncover the mystery of the mark of the cobra on his chest - a symbol 
passed from father to son. Rodmika, with his younger brother, go into the jungle 
to plant a rice paddy, discover a ruined city, and an old highway, The boys’ ad- 

. ventures in the jungle, their rescue of an American boy, and their help in aiding 
e@ communications between two villages, supply the. story frame, but the color and 
violence of the strange jungle beasts, the remoteness. of the ruined city in the 
midst of a mysterious wilderness, will have a strong "far places" appeal. The illus- 
trations are by Margaret Ayer. (October 77) 


Henry, Will Messner 
. : WOLF EYE: The Bad One $2.50 


A dog story in venerable wolf-dog tradition, which aims to produce tears and 
dry, racking sobs in an exhausted reader. Wolf-eye, the German Shepherd, is the dog, 
and Jim Lewis, the rancher, the master; and the proximity of Wolf-eye to the wolves 
which hunt the plains is responsible for the final tragedy. When Wolf-eye hikes out 
for the plains to court, mate and set up a partnership with a female wolf, and sires 
@ group of bloodthirsty sons, Jim knows he must. attempt to destroy his former cattle- 
herder, now wild. There is not a dry eye on a horse, when Wolf-eye, albeit fully 
de-domesticated, kills his wolf-sons and dies after crawling several feet to lick the 
hand of his beloved - gulp - master. Illustrated by Wilfred S. Bronson. (9/26) 





























TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Colby, Major C. B. Coward-McCann 
OUR FIGHTING JETS $1.00 


Young men, aeronautically in the know about the latest hair-raising develop- 
ments in modern aviation, and who demand facts and figures will like this book of 
photographs and descriptions of the latest jet planes. A major in the Civil Air 

* Patrol, the author has included a brief candid of each jet's history with a list of 
important facts and scale drawings. At the close of the. book there are directions 
for using three-view drawings of the jets, for making scale models and veel: 
cut-outs. Bound in board. (8/13) 








| 
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Shippen, Katherine B. Harper 
LEIF ERIKSSON $2.00 


*Another biography - and another spelling - of the doughty Viking, the best of = 
the three this season. (See PP. 438, 439) Any re-construction of the story of the lives 
of Leif Erikkson and his father, Eric the Red, must of necessity involve some guessing 
and selective chronology. The author has included the story of Leif's romance with a 
maid of the Hebrides, and his rescue of and marriage to the lovely Gudrid, as well as a 
more simplified version of the circumstances surrounding Eric's banishment to Greenland. 
Otherwise, the outline follows the pattern of the other biographies - Leif's boyhood 
under the shadow of his father's exploits; Eric's voyages; Leif's visit to the King of 
Norway; the journey to Vinland, the new land; and return to Greenland. The emphasis is 
upon action and adventure, and the dialogue is clean, clipped, forceful. (9/19) 


Nash, Ogden Little, Brown 
PARENTS KEEP OUT: Elderly Poems for Youngerly Readers $2.75 


From the horrid doings of Clarence "who simonized both of his parents" to 
sprigs of poesy about animals, vegetables and literal translations from nightmares about 
this mortal coil and broil, this new collection of old favorites is a natural from the 
lashery set on up through high school. To Nash followers the classic numbers which 
treat the lama who got not momma, the centipede, the ant, the duck and canary, the belle 
from old Natchez, the boy who laughed at Santa Claus, will be gladly received in a differ- 
ent setting, and the uninitiate are in for some fun The illustrations by Barbara 
orrigan are just right. (10/30) 


Burt, Olive Messner 
JEDEDIAH SMITH: Fur Trapper of the Old West $2.75 


More fabulous exploits by a real hero of our Western past, in this story of 
he fur-trapper, explorer and leader. In this presentation, Diah Smith is an unbear- = 
ably stuffy personality, but his exploits provide top-drawer adventure reading. Join- 
ng a fur trapping expedition, Diah fought Indians, endured hardships and saw most of 
nis companions slain in the many trips to the far western territory. But he found the 
ireat Salt Lake, was able to travel across a burning desert to California, and make his 
way to the English fur trading settlement on the northwest coast before returning home 
1 wealthy man. His tragic death on an expedition he financed for his brothers saw him 
dying with his boots on. Illustrated by Robert Doremus. (9/26) 


Garst, Shannon Messner 
BIG FOOT WALLACE OF THE TEXAS RANGERS $2.75 


By the author of Buffalo Bill and other stories of the West, this is the 
biography of one of Texas' almost legendary heroes and his exploits. Big Foot Wallace 
always had the wanderlust, and it was no surprise to his family when he set out for 
Texas “where there was some room". Indian fighting, driving a mail coach, joining the 
Texas Rangers, battling in several Texan-Mexican skirmishes, and acting as self-appoint- 
ed protector of settlers before and after the Civil War, are some of the vigorous act- 
ivities of Big Foot Wallace, but the most hair-raising adventure is concerned with his 
cerm as prisoner of the Mexicans during which time he narrowly missed death on several 
occassions. Although the Mexican cause receives no objective treatment, as a lusty tale 
of a ony Bares this is satisfying Western and Historical fare. Illustrated by Lee 
Ames. 9/2 . 


Hylander, C. J. Messner 
ADVENTURES WITH REPTILES: The Story of Ross Allen $2.75 


*Spellbinding facts and figures, even for those who shudder at the thought of Es 
snakes, about the valuable and remarkable work done by the founder of the famous rep- 

cile farm in Florida, whose contributions to medical and natural science have received 

a good deal of publicity. Crammed with facts about the history of the search for 
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@ reliable treatment for. poisonous snake bites, experiments with snake venom, the 
process of “milking snakes", as well as information about the life history of snakes 
and other reptiles such as crocodiles and alligators, and Ross Allen's many years of 
experimentation, study and explorations; this is a fascinating glimpse of an unusual 
occupation. Illustrated with photographs. (10/8) 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert ; Messner 
LA SALLE AND THE GRAND ENTERPRISE $2.75 


By the author of Andrew Jackson andJohn Brown in this series, this is the 
biography of the French explorer who penetrated. to the lower Mississippi. Only a few 
years after Marquette and Joliet explored the upper Mississippi, Robert Cavelier, 
Sieur de La Salle, descended the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico and claimed the 
whole valley for King Louis XIV, naming the. region Louisiana. However, the explorers 
in those days seemed to expend more energy holding off political enemies than in 
fighting Indians and stepping over tree roots, and La Salle, both in France and in 
Canada, where he settled first, had his troubles which the author relates in full. 

A broad, informative portrait of a man and his times. (9/26) 


Sarath Waalah FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS ee 
THE FOOTBALL GRAVY TRAIN $2.50 


A mature sports novel, geared to the great majority of young people who follow 
the college gridiron show, this story of a college star caught in the money machinery 
of big-business football. Jim Delaney, top man of the Midwest University squad, and 
high-paid protege of wealthy alumms, John Hegstrom, discovered that he was beginning 
to feel a strong distaste for the high pressure methods and cushioned course which he 
was to follow in studies and grades. Hegstrom would see that Jim got a passing grade, 
that he would graduate, knowing nothing, into a high-salaried job; but Jim and his 




































e@ girl friend, Nora, in attempting to defy Hegstrom, find.themselves fighting the whole 
system. A clean, tough treatment of a not-unknown situation. (10/5) 

Johnson, Enid Messner 

RIGHT JOB FOR JUDITH $2.50 


The right man, the right career, and the grown-up feeling of self-sufficiency 
materialize only after considerable ego-ruffling, in this story of a country mouse 
who got off on the wrong feet in the big city of New York. Judith, considered "up 
there with Schumann-Heink” by her small-town music teacher, goes to New York to pursue 
her Metropolitan dreams, while attending Barnard College and living at a Settlement 
Ebuse, much against her will. The awful truth that she is not prima donna material; 
sobering experiences with an unscrupulous.music teacher and tryouts; and some lessons 
in human relationships at the Settlement House+ open Judith's eyes to her aptitudes 
and real inclinations. Love helps, too, in pointing.out. the right path. The view of 
social work may be a bit too airy, but there is. a healthy emphasis on the values to 
be taken into account in the growing up process. By.the author of Cowgirl Kate (1950 
P. 104). (10/8) J.L.G. 


Malvern, Gladys : | Messner 
PRIMA BALLERINA $2.50 


Another career-romance novel which fails as such because of a glitter approach | 
to the work and emotional tangles involved in a difficult and. demanding profession. : 
When Gloria Whitcomb goes on tour with the American Ballet Company, she is placed as 
understudy for the prima ballerina, generous, brilliant Beugloni. It is only a matter 
of time before Gloria gets the big chance to appear in Beugloni's place and also cap- 
& ture the heart of the young premier danseur, Doug Gardner. Although bounced from the 
star spot because she has no “name”, Gloria is lured to Hollywood - after marriage to 
Doug. In a profession where physical strain often produces extreme emotional tensions, 
the 4H Club innocence of all concerned here seems incongruous. Also Gloria's career, 
in comparison with the average is rather a breeze. By the author of Gloria. Ballet 
Dancer. (9/26) 
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Godwin, Stephani & Edward Oxford 
ROMAN EAGLE $3 .00 


A story of the early Christian era, rich in period detail and action, but to 
many readers the combination of religious emphasis and some rather lush elements for 
which this period is a fertile field may seem distasteful. Marcus, a Roman boy, falls 

| in love with a Jewish girl from Galilee, and in spite of the natural hostility between 
the aristocratic Roman and Damaris' family, they are married. Marcus leaves for Rome 
and Damaris has a baby which she protects against the anger of her mother during the 
long separation. The suicide of his father, near marriage to a prowd Roman girl, war 
and a terrible imprisonment in Gaul, in addition to new discoveries in religious truths 

| received from Simon Peter, make Marcus a changed man, and he and Damaris are reunited. 
Spectacular Roman feasts, daring escapades, copious love, and some sex interest, ripen 
the action. Beautifully illustrated by the authors. (9/6) 


Norman, James Pellegrini & Cudahy 
A LITTLE NORTH OF EVERYWHERE $2.75 


A sophisticated twist to a Christmas spirit story which may or may not tickle 
the funny bone, but an unusual Christmas item. Mr. Nick (Santa Claus), his wife Crystal, 
an explorer and a helpful gnome live in a slick, mechanized North Pole where life ig 
smooth, but, Crystal feels, where there is a lack of old-fashioned warmth from a Santa 
vho makes all the children in the world happy. An amusing solution, with pokes at a 
mechanistic age which teen agers may take in their stride. (full report on P.455) (10/20) 


Robertson, Constance Random House 
THE GOLDEN CIRCLE $3.00 


Lots of history and lots of action in this historical novel which centers 
around a. little-known "peace group" in the Civil War years, the Knights of the Golden 
Circle, under the leadership of Clement Vallandigham, Zachary Granger, a special agent 
for the State Department, is sent to check on activities of the Circle, which had 
become part of the North West Conspiracy. Boarding with a cousin of Vallandighan, 
Zachary is able to win the confidence of the group and walks the dangerous tight-rope 
between his two allegiances. Romance and action combined with a feeling for the polit- 
ical and psychological atmospheres of the period. (Full report on P. 449) (10/15) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Toombs, Alfred Crowell 
' HONEYMOON FOR SEVEN $3 .00 


A light heatted recitative of country conditioning, haphazard householding, 
and a meeting of the @lans when the fond father of Raising a Riot marries a wife with 
two little girls. The transition from housekeeper to man-of-the-house takes a little 
time, and the obstacles of country living and conflicts in authority provide amusing 
complications. Animals, children and household mishaps in a gay family story. (Full 
report on P. 469) (10/19) 


Hass, Hans Doubleday 
DIVING TO ADVENTURE $3.50 





An account of an all absorbing occupation - diving to spear fish and take 
pictures of undersea life. Mr. Hass tells the story of his career in this sport ina 
series of exciting sequences about undersea adventures, Although there is a forced, 

-puerile humor and irrelevant philosophy, this is an authentic narrative of a danger- 
ous game. Exceptional action photographs. (run report on P. 474) (10/25) 
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Hayes, Cathy Harper 
THE APE IN OUR HOUSE $3.50 


* A spellbinding record of the day by day incidents in her three year experiment 
of raising a female baby chimpanzee in her home, following all the procedures for hu- 
man infant care. The author, whose husband was a research psychologist at the Yerkes 
Laboratories of Primate Biology, acquired Viki when she was six weeks old, and the 
experiment is still continuing. The privileged primate now understands. many words 
and has a small vocabulary of her own. Out of the ordinary subject matter and 16 
pages of photographs make this an attention-getter. (Full report on P. 467) (10/17) 


Jaques, Florence Page Harper 
AS FAR AS THE YUKON $4.00 


Another alluring Jaques book especially for nature hobbyists and travelers in 
odd ways which takes the reader through some fascinating territory. To the Yukon via 
Texas, to California, along the coast to Northwest and the. Rain Forests of the Olym- 
pic Peninsula, the inside passage to Alaska, British Columbia.and the Fraser River, 
the travelers go, and the author indulges her passion for wild gardens as she col- 
lects and notes lovely specimens here and there. Bits about railroads, and unfamiliar 
wildernesses, as well as delightful glimpses of trips and treks, make this a special 
treat. Illustrated by line sketches by Lee Jaques. (Full report on P. 467) (10/16) 


Lingg, Ann M. Holt 
MEPHISTO WALTZ $3 00 SU 


A new biography for teen-agers of the Hungarian pianist composer whose unri- 
valled virtuosity on the keyboard “modernized” the pianoforte and paved the way for 
concert artists of our own time. Liszt's life is traced from early years in a.for- 
gotten corner of the great Esterhazy estates. through his dazzling success in the 
concert halls. Though concert triumphs brought. him the. wealth .and. luxury he always 
desired, it constantly interfered with his work. His uneven, .often.unhappy personal 
life, his liaism with various women after his real love was forced into marriage 
with a man of her own class, his illegitimate children -- are all treated with con- 
siderable frankness. Liszt's compositions are discussed and evaluated, but excessive 
musical technology is avoided. Another in the Holt Musical Biography Series (No. 
vember 7) 5~ 


Hibben, Frank Lippincott 
TREASURE IN THE DUST $5.00 


An exciting, always comprehensible treatment of the known facts of North Ame- 
rican prehistory. The conjectures about pre-modern man, his migrations and adapta- 
tions, are based on fossils, bones and imprints, but the dating has been made more 
accurate through a new process of measuring the radioactivity given off by Carbon 14, 
which is found in organic substances only. New discoveries in archaeology are ex- 
citing as discussed here in this book of interest to budding scientists and histo- 
rians. (Full report on P. 468) (10/17) 


Mann, Arthur David McKay 
BASEBALL CONFIDENTIAL $2.50 


Mr. Mann was an executive assistant to Branch. Rickey. of the Brooklyn Dodgers 
inallthe uproar about the pre-season battles of 1947 between Larry McPhail, Rickey, 
and Leo Durocher, and this is a "now-it-can-be-told” story. Former Commissioner 
Chandler does not come out too well in this version. Now with. another Commissioner 
in the offing, there is renewed interest in the press and public concerning a wise 
selection in the matter of baseball's high post. Baseball followers and the hot 
stove league will want to read this. (Full report on P. 459) (9/7) 
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Messner 


THE JIM THORPE STORY $2.75 s 


An attraction for sports fans, this story of the Indian from Carlisle who was & 
recently named All-time All American in a poll of sports columnists. To people of a 

generation too young to remember the glowing achievements of Jim Thorpe, the story of 

his career reads like fiction. In baseball, football, field and track, Thorpe estab- 

lished remarkable records, and his awards in the Olympic Games of 19l2 - later re- 

tracted because of one of the most famous scandals in sports history - are still remen- 

bered by sports experts with awe. Primarily for the sports fan, this book brings up 


names and events which have become part of America's sports legends. Also included is 
.n official "record sheet" of Thorpe's performances. Illustrated with photographs. (10/8) | 


Schoor, Gene 


Norton 
NELSON'S CAPTAINS $5.00 


Good history and a telling account of a thrilling period - the ten crucial 
years between 1795 and 1805 when British sea might brought the turning point in the 
Napoleonic wars. This is the story of Nelson and his "Band of Brothers" - Fremantle, 
Hood, de Saumarez, Foley, Troubridge and others. Of course the story of Nelson and 
Lady Hamilton is included. From the re-creation of the Battle of the Nile, to the 
leath of Nelson, this is exciting naval history, excellent supplementary reading for 
\istory classes and of special interest to adventure minded boys. (Full report on 


P. 466) (10/15) | 
Sutton, R. J. - compiled by ’ Philosophical Library | 
A STAMP COLLECTOR'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA $3.75 


Kennedy, Ludovic 


A real addition to all collectors' equipment, is this alphabetically arranged 
treasure trove of information for the beginner as well as the advanced hobbyist. A 
fine haul of philatelic detail with reproductions of stamps, meanings, of initials, 
samples of script and numerals of various languages, plus an A-Z compilation of all 
orts of reference material. A must for the hobby shelf and an extra-special gift item 


for stamp collectors. (Full report on P. 472) (10/22) 





Simpson, George Gaylord Oxford 
HORSES $6.50 


Young horse lovers are notoriously prone to indulge in extensive extra-curri- 
cular research on the subject, and this book, which traces the story of the horse family 
in the modern world and through 60 million years of history, should not be missed. The 
1uthor describes all known breeds of living horses, traces the lineage back to prehis- 
toric eras, and discusses the evolutionary changes. Well written with attractive format 


and illustrations (Full report on P. 460) (9/13) 





Miller, Donald G. Westminster 
CONQUEROR IN CHAINS $2.50 


The story of the life of the Apostle Paul, with the emphasis on his roles as 

nediator, consolidator and missionary. The narrative follows the career of Paul from 

the time of his violent antipathy to Christians through his miraculous conversion, the 

many changes and compromises between those of the Jewish and Christian traditions, 

ravels and discourses in the market places, the shipwreck, final imprisonment and 

ieath. This story of Christian beginnings is primarily historical in perspective, and 

there may be those who feel that the subject is somewhat restricted in interest for 

young people, who are for the most part less interested in how the church got there ¢ 
than in how the church may help'them.. A thorough, scholarly job, with a simpli- 

‘ication of early theology, which the young person interested in early church history 


hee enjoy. Protestant slant. (10/1) 





